YT WON'T LET YOU TAKE US TO THE FIERY. DESERT: FLASH L 
IT'S FANTASTIC TO THINK THAT BRAZOF? COULD TRAIL. US THIS 
FAR /" SAYS DESIRA. IN ANSWER) FLASH DISMOUNTS AND LEADS 
HIS FRIENDS TO A CLIFF EDGE. HE POINTS FAR BELOW THEM ? 
"TAME A_LOOM AT SOMETHING FANTASTIC THEN BRAZOS 
SCOUT CARS ARE CLIMBING TOWARD US {1 


FLASH TURNS TO ZARKOV, SAYING : ” ~OU 
BIDE AHEAD WITH THE GIRLS. WHEN YOU 
REACH THE EDGE OF THE DESERT: WAIT 
FOR ME. I HAVE A PLAN THAT MAY DELAY 
BRAZOR'S SCOUT CARS. 


ATOP THE 
BLUFF, FLA‘ 
DRAWS 4 BEAD 
ON A DISTANT 
LEDGE AND WAITS 
FOR THE CRAWLING 
SCOUT CARS TO APPROACH-~ 
THEN THE MOMENT IS AT HAND! 
HE FIRES ONCEs TWICE, THREE 
TIMES ~-— 


SMILING THE REASSURANCE 
HE DOES NOT QUITE FEEL, 

FLASH TURNS 1 VE FAREWELL 
TO HIS FRIENDS BEFORE SETTING 


ABOUT SCALING A HIGH BLUFF. 


Cope. 19 
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hin, 

FOR, FLASH'S 
s PERFECTLY 
A hoy PLACED RAY- 

gy = BLASTS LOOSEN 
mee” _A& GREAT SECTION 

z OF ROCK, WHICH 

THUNDERS DOWN TOWARD 


GRAZOR AND HIS ARMORED UNIT / 


we Nexr Weare 
MARKSMAN’S REWARD 


RIFLE BRING AN 
AVALANCHE 
ROARING DOWN 
IN BRAZOR’S: 
SCOUT CARS,AS THEY PURSUE 
FLASH AND HIS FRIENDS ACROSS 
A MOUNTAIN RANGE--— 


OF 


RAZOR'S FOUR ARMORED 
ARE BURIED BENEATH 
ROCK. WITH THE ROADS, 
=) F_AND His MEN. 
ARE FORCED TO CONTINUE THE 
CHASE AFOOT: “THE SHOTS 
FROM THE NEXT 
1” BELLOWS 


OFF FROM THE 
TOP OF THIS 
Clee ft 


> 
iu 


CHUCKLING 
GLEEFULLY AT 
THE SUCCESS: 
OF HIS 
STRATEGY, 
FLASH LEAPS 


IDE HIS WAITING SR 


MAY NEVER FIND US / ” 


ANXIET > WHEN SHE SAYS } 
HORFIBLE, BROMEN-UP) IMPASSABLE COUNTRY) THAT HE 


QR 


y \ : 
\ 


THUS 1S_ SUCH. 


W.. 
Og 


FAR 
AHEAD, IN THE 
NG 


tT BUT 


Next 


eas FATEFUL SIGNAL 


OUT IN THE DESERT, FLASH 
PULLS HIS STOUT-HEARTED 
GRYPH TO A HALT AND 


ANXIOUSLY SCANS THE 
HORIZON : “DALE, ZARHOV 
AND DESIRA PROMISED TO 


T-- WHY OF 


SIGNAL: “DOT: DOT 

REE) AS , 
MORSE CODE FOR '=' 
ARHOY TO USE H/S HEAD /" 


USING A_BLANKET 
AND THE VENT-HOLE OF 
A SMOKING VOLCANIC 
OUTLET, ZARKOV SENDS 
FLASH'S NAME IN SMOKE-PUFFS. 


11-22-42. 


THE 
FUGITIVES 
ARE REUNITED 

ONCE AGAIN, ALL 
TALKING AT ONCE, 
ALL SUPREMELY HAPP>--ALL BUT 

HAPS SHE IS JEALOUS OF 

DALE--OR |T COULD BE THAT SHE 

SUSPECTS WHAT LIES AHEAD IN THIS 
DESOLATE LAND OF MADDENING H! -MAYBE 
A LITTLE OF BOTH--TIME WILL TELL. 


se NEssT Weert 


THE DESERT SHOWS ITS CLAWS 


BRAZOR BY FLEE- 


ING INTO THE FIRE- 
DESERT. 


THEMSELVES 
AND FALL INTO THE 


{ND ins iM 


SUPPLY OF FOOD 
AND DRINK I5 GONE. 


i 


WHILE ZARIKOV SADDLES THE GRYPHS, 
QUEEN DESIRA TAKES FLASH ASIDE : 
WE'VE DECIDED THAT THS TRIP 

INTO THE UNEXPLORED 
QESERT /S A MSTAHE, 
FLASH. WELL TURN 
BACH AND SLIP PAST 
BRAZONS 
BORDER? 
GUARDS 
SOMEHOW. 


YIM SORPY; ODESIRA,"” SAYS FLASH, "BUT IN7 


y 
RESPONSIBLE FOR ALL OUR LIVES AND Z/LL 
BUN THIS EXPEDITION MY WAY. BRAZOS 


MEN ARE IN AMBUSH, SURE THAT WELL GIVE 


OP AND TURN SACK. WERE GOING ON!“ 


SH CONTINUES : 
(BEN OF TR 
PONE NOW 


KNOW YOU'RE THE 
UT BRAZOR HAS THE 
YOU WANT ME TO HELP 
WNIT, YOU MUST TRUST MY 
» L OONT KNOW ABOUT >OLi, 

AST HAPPENS, T'O RATHER 

BAT. THAN IN ONE OF BRA 


JAS THEY PRESS ONWARD, THE VOLCAN 
DESERT GROWS MORE FORBIDDIN 
Al THEY CROSS GREAT 
IVER'S OF MOLTEN LAVA- 
OF TERRIBLE 
[ey 


Nex 7 Weare 
- THE FIRE DRAGON 


ENN N 


THE MERCILESS HEAT OF THE 
FLAMING DESERT HAS TAKEN 
THE LIVES OF FLASH AND ZARKOW/S 
GRYPHS. THE GIRLS’ MOUNTS ARE FAST 
WILTING UNDER THEIR LIGHT LOADS AND. 
THEIR COLLAPSE IS BUT A MATTER OF TIME. 


AS THE FOUR FUGITIVES TRY TO CIRCLE 
THE NIAGARA OF FLAMING LAVA, A HIDEOUS 
FIRE-DRAGON BELLOWS ITS CHALLENGE--~ 


THE GRYPHS: 
ARE_MADDENED ff 
WITH FRIGHT 


UNSEATS THE 
GIRLS--- 


Ske 


THE DEADLY 
BLASTS OF 
FELASH'S AND 
ZARKOV'S 
RAY-GUNS FAIL TO 
STOP THE ARMORED 
MONSTER, AS IT 
LUNGES TOWARD THEM—~ 


DESIRA AND DALE ADD 

THEIR RAY-FIRE TO THE 

MENS’--BUT WITH AS LITTLE EFFECT? 

“RUN {4 SHOUTS ZARKOY, ” BUN--1T'S 
YOUR ONLY CHANCE J” 


NEx7T Weer> 
DUEL TO THE DEATH 


12-6-42. 


“FROM ITS HOME IN THE 
RIVER OF MOLTEN LAVA, A 
FIRE-DRAGON ATTACKS FLASH, DALE, 

ZARKOV AND DESIRA. FLASH AND ZARKOV. 
RETREAT OUT OF RANGE OF iTS FLAMING BREATH, FLASH OBSERVES THAT, 

WHICH HAS ALREADY KILLED ONE OF THEIR GRYPHS. WHEN HE FIRES AT THE 
VAINLY, THEY TRY TO FIND A VULNERABLE SPOT CREATURE’S HEAD, IT WINKS A_HOOD OF 
INTHE MONSTER’S ARMOR--~ INCREDIBLY HARD SHELL OVER ITS EYES. HE 
SHOUTS TO ZARKOV : / HEEP FIRING ~— 

AWAY FROM ITS HEAD /“ 


HE MONSTER’S 

DEATH=THROES CAUSE THE 

VERY GROUND TO TREMBLE—= 
WITH A FINAL, SPASMODIC 


LUNGE, IT DISAPPEARS INTO "THE 
INFERNO FROM WHICH IT CAME. 


MOLTEN 


AND FLASH'S 
® RAY-BOLTS 
CATCH “THE 
HIDEOUS BEAST IN ITS ONE 
VULNERABLE SPOT AND 
PENETRATE TO ITS TINY 
BRAIN=-— 


ing Features Syrfleate, tne, World rights esteved 


NEXT WEEK 


MAROONED IN THE DESERT 


ZARKOY, 
GREAT, GLA 
OPEN WIGDE,AS IT SEEKS 

ITS TORMENTOR-—~ 


12-13-42. 


Dre a ~ 


AND ZARKOV 
HAVE KILLED THE 
DESERT-DRAGON-- BUT 
NOT BEFORE IT HAS 
ACCOUNTED FOR ONE OF 
THEIR LAST TWO GRYPHS-- 


“WHAT NOW, RLASH ?" 
DESIRA’‘S TONE !IS 

SARCASTIC,” OUR) _GAYPHS 
GONE, FOOD AND WATER 

OW---” DALE INTER- 
RUPTS: “AND OUR SHINS 
STILL WHOLE, THANKS TO 
FLASH! GRATITUDE ISN'T 
ONE OF YOUR VIRTUES, 

4 1S (7; OESIFA PY 


IGNORING DESIRA COMPLETELY, ELASH 
STEPS OVER TO ZARKOV:/T/4 GOING TO 
TRY TO CATCH THAT RUNAWAY, YOUID 
BETTER START CARVING UP THE DEAD 
GRYPH. THE GIRLS OON'T KNOW 17) BUT 
OUP FOOD /S GONE AND GRYPH MEAT 1S 
ALL THAT STANDS GETIWEEN US AND 
STARVATION f # 


beg ee) = 
FLASH KNOWS. 
THAT HE IS TRAILING A 
BADLY FRIGHTENED 
GRYPH. HIS ONE HOPE IS. 
THAT THE FOREST-HORSE 
HAS BEEN SO EXHAUSTED 
BY ITS FLIGHT THROUGH THE DESERT 
HEAT THAT IT COULD NOT RUN FAR. 
AT LAST HE SPIES IT —-—STANDING POISED 
FOR FURTHER FLIGHT, AT ANY STRANGE 
SIGHT OR SOUND. 


ADJUSTING THE 
SILENCER ON HIS RAY- 
RIFLE, FLASH FIRES A_SHOT AT 


THE HILL 
GRYPH. 


EXPLOSION STAMPEDES THE CREATURE 
AWAY FROM THE NOISE AND TOWARD 


Cope, 1942, 
Wo 


King Features Syndicate, Inc., 


BEYOND THE FRIGHTENED 
AS HE HOPES, THE SUDDEN 


FLASH. 


12-20-48, 


ighte rescryed 


Weer + 


TRICKS OF T HE FIRE-DESERT 


ASTRIDE THE CAPTURED 
GRYPH; FLASH RIDES 
TOWARD THE 


ALMOST THROWN FROM 
THE SADDLE,AS A 
TITANIC EXPLOSION OF 
THE TORTURED FIRE- 
DESERT CAUSES HIS 
MOUNT TO REAR AND 
BLUNGE IN TERROR -- 


GRYPH 
INTO A 
HEADLONG 


BRING THEM INTO 
THIS GHASTLY LAND } 


conriewen-- Yf 


--THE 

EXPLOSION 
HAS 

STARTED 


spss A NEW 


_  FLoaD 
OF LAVA, 
—_—— WHICH FLOWS 
AROUND 
THE HILL. WHERE HE HAD 


| LEFT HIS COMRADES, CUTTING THEM OFF -- 
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GALLOPS 

ALONG THE LAVA 

BARRICADE , SEEKING 

A SPOT NARROW ENOUGH 
TO JUMP-— 


12-27-42. 


= 
MATCH FOR FLASH’S W: 
LEAP, THE BEAST CLEARS TI 


+Nexr 


t> PRISONERS OF = ‘LAVA RING 


AN ERUPTION OF THE 

VOLCANIC DESERT HAS 

SPLIT THE LAVA CASCADE 

SO THAT IT FLOWS AROUND 

THE HILL WHERE FLASH HAD 
LEFT HIS FRIENDS, THUs CUTTING 
OFF THEIR ESCAPE. FLASH JOINS 
THEM BY FORCING HIS GRYPH TO 
LEAP THE NARROWEST PORTION OF 

THE FLOOD-— 


= mT 


FLASH SURVEYS THE SITUATION, THEN 
TURNS TO HIS COMRADES 2” F HAVE AN 
(IDEA-~THE FLOOD |S RISING~~WEILL 
HAVE TO WORK FAST--GATHER OUR 

BLANKETS AND TEAR THEM INTO 

NARROW STRIPS ~~" 


SURPLUS CLOTHING OF 
THE MEN INTO A CRUDE 


WORKING 
FURIOUSLY, THE FOUR 


FASHION THE 
STRIPS AND 


ROPE-- 


END OF THE LINE 
TO THE GRYPH’S SADDLE 
OV, A HORSEMAN 
CALIBRE, GUIDES 
EAST OVER THE 
DANGEROUS FIRE-JUMP ONCE AGAIN-— 


1-3-4. 


ZARKOV QUICKLY DISMOUNTS, LASHES THE LINE 
ABOUT HIS WAIST AND BRACES HIMSELF. FLASH DOES 
LIKEWISE AND THE LINE IS TAUT BETWEEN THEM. AT A NOD 
FROM FLASH, DESIRA BEGINS. HER PERILOUS, HAND-OVER-HAND 
CROSSING OF THE RAGING LAVA FLOOD! 


Nex7r Weer: PERFECT FORM 
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WHEN DESIRA REACHES SAFET + DALE DROPS 
TO HER KNEES BESIDE FLASH?” 7 CAN’ 7 1 Bave 
YOU HERE ALONE, FE ASH! HOV WILL YOU 
EVER GET ACROSS 2 FLASH SMILES AT HER ? 
WIT WILL TAKE MORE THAN A LITTLE LAVA 
70 SEPARATE US, DARLING --FOUD BETTER 
2 GET GOING-=" 


SURROUNDED BY FLAMING 
LAVA, FLASH AND HIS 
COMRADES FASHION A LIFE-LINE 
FROM TORN BLANKETS AND CLOTHING, 
THE GRYPH CAR ZARKOV AND ONE END OF 
THE LINE TO THE OPPOSITE SHORE. WITH FLASH AND ZARKOV 
ANCHORING EACH ENO OF THE CRUDE BRIDGE, DESIRA CROSSES, 
HAND -OVER- HAND. 


with 
THE 
HUNGRY 
FLAMES: 
LICKING AT F f 
HER FEET, t Y Now, 
g oi & WITH ONLY 


ANDTHE MEN'S DALE MAKES Ss 
SHOUTS OF THE HIMSELF TO WORRY FLASH WALKS BACK ABOUT FIFTY 


ENCOURAGE MENT DANGEROUS ABOUT, FLASH HURLS YARDS, THEN STARTS RUNNING, 
RINGING IN CROSSING. j THE SADDLE INCREASING HIS SPEED AS HE 
HER EARS —- Figs: BAGS CONTAINING THEIR: APPROACHES THE SCRATCHED MARK. 
PRECIOUS FOOD AND WATER AT THE HEIGHT OF HIS DASH, HIS FOOT 
TO HIS FRIENDS. HE THEN HITS THE TAKE-OFF LINE AND HE SAILS 
SCRATCHES A LINE AT A POINT GRACEFULLY TOWARD THE OPPOSITE 
NEAR THE FLAMING STREAM—— BANK--THIRTY FEET AWAY / 


Nex7r Weer: 
THE LAST DROP 


1-10-43. 


reserved. 
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By using His 
WITS AND TORN 
STRIPS OF 
BLANKETS, 
FLASH HAS 
TRANSFERRED 
HIS FRIENDS TO SAFETY. IN DOING SO, HE HAS LEFT 

HIMSELF BEHIND, WITH ONLY HIS ATHLETIC PROWESS TO 
CARRY HIM-TO SAFETY. WHILE ZARHOV, DALE AND DESIRA 
WATCH IN BREATHLESS AMAZEMENT, FLASH SPANS THE RIVER 
OF LAVA WITH A PRODIGIOUS BROAD JUMP / 


ZARKOV FINALLY FINDS: 
His TONGUE ! 7 FL ASH, DO 
YOU REAL/ZE THAT YOUR JUMP SPANNED OVER 
THIRTY FEET P ON EARTH, THAT WOULD BE 
CONSIDERABLY ABOVE THE WORLO'S RECORD!" 
FLASH GRINS : “BUT WE'RE NOT ON EARTH 
LET'S GET AWAY FROM HERE BEFORE THERE'S 
ANOTHER VOLCANIC ERUPTION. ” 


LAND OF MERCILESS HEAT AND DESOLATION, 
THEIR FOOD RUNS OUT--AND FINALLY, THEIR 
GRYPH CAN GO NO FARTHER ? “2008 THING,“ 
SOBS DALE, “GUT I GUESS /T'S BETTER 
OFF THAN WE ARE NOW +” ee 


PUSH ON A\ 


BUT DOES NOT 
THERE WILL BE MORE FOR THE 


DRINK, SO TH 


| GIRLS. ONE DAy, DALE TAKES HER SIP, THEN 


TURNS TO FLASH, HER EYES TRAGIC!” /7/S 
GONE, ” SHE WHISPERS, “ Z'‘KE ORUNA THE 
LAST OROP/* 


Nexr WEer: MIRAGE 


opr! 1913, King Fent 


COMRADES TO FIGHT ON. 


THE PLIGHT OF FLASH, DALE, ZARKOV 
AND DESIRA GROWS DESPERATE/AS THEIR 
FOOD AND WATER SUPPLY GIVES OUT, WITH 
THE END OF THE VOLCANIC DESERT NOWHERE 
IN SIGHT. ALTHOUGH THE OTHERS HAVE BEEN 
WITHOUT WATER FOR TWO DAYS, FLASH'S FAST 
HAS BEEN TWICE THAT LONG, AS HE HAS GIVEN, 
HIS SHARE TO THE GIRLS WITHOUT THEIR KNOWING 
IT. STILL, HIS UNQUENCHABLE SPIRIT INSPIRES HIS 


HIS EXHAUSTED 

FRIENDS REST; 

_ _FLASH STRUGGLES 
TO THE TOP OF A HIGH 

PLATEAU, THERE TO 

DISCOVER THAT FOR 

WHICH HE HAD. 

SCARCELY DARED 
HOPE--A DISTANT 
MOUNTAIN RANGE | 


Gnonrs, "THAN 
| HEAVENS 2 PRAY 
| We CAN MAKE ITS" § 


| BACH TO BRING 
THE GLAD 

TIDINGS TO THE 

OTHERS =— 


SEDGE OF THE DESERT /” 


BUT FLASH’S EXERTIONS 
HAVE WEAKENED HIM 
GREATLY-— 


—-WEAKNESS: 
AND A STRANGE 
DIZZINESS 


OVERTAKE HIM. HE 
STUMBLES AND FALLS 


OFTEN-- 


VALITTLE REST 

AND I'LL BE ALLRIGHT," 
HE MUMBLES-~THEN HIS: 
EYES WIDEN IN AMAZEMENT: 


IT CAN'T BE TRUE { 
MUST BE A MIRAGE { 
iM SEEING THINGS / 


41-24-43, 


" WHAT'S THAT ° NO! ijl 
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THE tiTTLe 


PEOPLE~ 


FROM ONE OF THE COUNTLESS 
STEAMING VENT-HOLES OF THE 
DESERT, FLOATS A HORDE OF 
STRANGE LITTLE MEN / 
SMALL WONDER THAT 
FLASH CANNOT BELIEVE 
His EYES! CAN THIS 
BE REAL? OR A 
TRICK OF THE 
DESERT ? 


WHILE FLASH IS RETURNING TO DALE, ’ RY “WEO. ARE YOU P WHAT BO YOU 
ZARKOY AKID DESIRA WITH THE GOOD . WANT?” CROAKS FLASH. 
NEWS THAT THE EDGE OF THE DESERT SWERE PIXIES” ANSWERS 


IS IN SIGHT, HE IS OVERCOME BY ONE OF THE LITTLE MEN. teal 
EXHAUSTION. FOUR DAYS WITHOUT “EVERY CHILE KNOWS THAT! 

FOOD OR WATER ARE TOO MUCH, EVEN FOR YOU GROWNLUPS DON'T BELIEVE IN 
FLASH. WHILE RESTING ON THE HOT SAND HE IS AMAZED TO SEE US, SO WE DON'T LIKE YOU! WHATS 
A SWARM OF LITTLE MEN EMERGE FROM A VOLCANIC STEAM VENT AND FLOAT TOWARD HIM. MORE, WE THINK WE CAN WHIP YOU 


| 


ZARKOV 
COMES 
UPON FLASH 
THRESHING ABOUT 
ON THE GROUND- 
“HELP ME, ZARKOW." 
HE PANTS--* GET” THESE 


PIXIES OFF MEL ZARKOV'S 
CAN GET MEANWHILE, HEART SINKS. “YXIES 2” HE teh 
EE UE HE ZARKOV, BECOMING WHISPERS INCREDULOUSLY, “HEAVEN rho 
SWARMING ALL = ALARMED AT FLASH'S FAILURE HELP US --- HES DELIRIOUS /* Tie 
Ne ee STRUGGLE AS z TO RETURN, DECIDES TO GO AFTER Noe wee 
IGHT, HIM. “YOU GIRLS GET ALL THE REST 
SLOWLY BORNE YOU CAN, TLL BE BACK SHORTLY.” DESERT RAIDERS 


OTHE ey . 
TO THE UND: fe 31S Cope. 1943, King Features Syndicate. Ine. World evel 


ZARKOV HAS GONE IN SEARCH OF FLASH, LEAVING 
THE EXHAUSTED DALE AND DESIRA TO REST IN 
THE SHADE OF 4 GREAT BOULDER. 


FIERCI 
DESERT, RESTLESSLY ROAMING THE BAD-!.ANDS IN 
SEARCH OF A CARAVAN TO PLUNDER, SEES 
THE SLEEPING GIRLS FROM THE CRESTOFA DUNE: 
NTLEMEN-- TWO JEWELS 
THE KINGS OWN CROWN ! HAS OUR 
(ER FAILED US ?” 


THE DESERT 
CHIEFTAIN APPROACHES: 
THE GIRLS ALONE. 
DESIRA AWAKENS 
SCREAM AND 


GUNDAR BOWS 
LOW:* YOUR SERVANT, 
LADIES! [ MEAN YOU NO HARM I 


OFFER FOO WATER ANP SHELTER: 


STRUGGLES BACK 


MBLING, DELIRIOUS, FLASH-- 


HOUTS ; * 2A, 
2h 


/ BESIRAL ARE YOU 


PROVIDED FOR FLASH AND THE 
ALTHOUGH THEY HAVE BEEN = 
CAPTIVES OF THE MOST- 


Next Week: RAIDERS' ROOST — 


ARED OUTLAW Ih 


AFTER RESCUING FLASH, DALE, 
ZARKOV AND DESIRA FROM THE DESERT, L/ 
GUNDAR, THE RED-BEARDED af 
OUT LAW, ORDERS HIS 
CAPTIVES BROUGHT TO HIS 
HIDEAWAY, HIGH IN THE 
MOUNTAINS, BORDERING THE 
BADLANDS-— 


A WAITING SENTRY So 
SIGNALS THE 
APPROACH OF THE 
RETURNING DESERT 
RAIDERS-— 


THE RETURNING 
HORSEMEN FILE \ 

THROUGH THE SECRET PORTAL INTO A 
VAULTED HALL OF POLISHED STONE. ITS VAST- 
NESS ECHOES TO THEIR CLASHING ACCOUTREMENTS| 
HOARSE SHOUTS AND LAUGHTER. 


FLASH AND 
ZARKOV ARE 
BORNE TO RICH 
QUARTERS. GUNDAR 
BECKONS TO A SHAMBLING, ROUND-SHOULDERED 

INDIVIDUAL 3 “DOCTOR, THAT THE MEN 
HAVE THE BEST OF CA: LI HAVE A 
REASON FOR WANTING THEM TO LIVE 


OO. 
ft 


2-14-43. 


IN ANOTHER CHAMBER, LAVIGHLY HUNG WITH PLUNDERED SILKS AND TAPESTRIES, THE O} 
CHIEF TAIN IS CONFRONTED BYA TOUSLE-HAIRED BLONDE ? / INSTEAD OF GOLD AND. 

VES AT THAT!” GUNDAR LAUGHS : “BEAUT > 
THEY'RE BOTH TREASURES! I'LL GLADLY BARGAIN WITH FING BRAZOR—NMY LOVEL 
SHOULD BRING A GOOD PRICE-- PARTICULARLY, SINCE 


ONE OF THEM JS EX QUEEN, BESIRA |" Nex7 Weer: ROWAL RANSOM 


FLASH, DALE, ZARKOV AND DESIRA ARE BROUGHT TO 
GUNDAR'S MAGNIFICENT MOUNTAIN HIDEAWAY. THERE 
THEY ARE PLACED IN CARE OF THE OUTLAW'S 
PHYSICIAN,SO THAT THEY MAY QUICKLY RECOVER 
FROM THEIR PESERT ORDEAL 


D 


a 
‘EINES ” 
ANSWERS 
THE ¢ — 2 
DOCTOR. —— \ I. FLASH 
“YOU KNOW, FRING “ AND ZARKOV AWAKEN , 
NEXT MORNING THAT MEDICINE FULLY RECOVERED FROM THEIR ™ 
GUNDAR SENPS FOR THE GUNDAR WHIRLS ON HIM, DESERT ORDEAL.“/M GOING TO FINP: A 
DOCTOR. “YAM NOT A VAIN MAN, SAWBONES, SUDDENLY FURIOUS; “MY NAME /S- THE GIRLS!” SKS FLASH“THIS GUNPAR 
BLT DIP YOU EVER SEE A HANPSOMER BEARD ? GUNDAR OR REPBEARD! REMEMBER MAY BE DIFFERENT, AS YOU SAY—-BLUT \ | 
REZ TOO--A MANS COLOR! TELL ME, HOWARE THAT, YOU DRINK-SOPPEN FOOL!” HE MAY BE JUST A TREACHEROUS wil! i 
QUR GUESTS THIS MORNING 2” MURPEROUS BRIGANDS” AON 


| gi 


pees 


eT 


ANYTHING FC 


WY/ EXCLAIMS DALE, “7H/IS OLTLAW CERTAINLY HAS PRINCELY TAST: 
“YES, ANP IT RUNS: 
MBE THAT! COME ON, 
rweek: BREAKFAST. 


“FLASH, DALE, ZARKOV AND DESIRA ARE 
CAPTIVES OF GUNDAR, THE OUTLAW!" >OU 
HAVE SAVED OUR LIVES-WE HOPE TO 
REPAY YOU /" SAYS FLASH. GUNDAR 
S LAUGHS 1! YOU--PAUPERS P WHAT 
W/TH P T't A BUSINESS MAN, 
M¥ BLOND FRIEND | 


AS THE GIRLS ENTER THE DINING-HALL, 


DESIRA AUTOMATICALLY EXTENDS HER HAND, 
PALM DOWN. THE OUTLAW CHIEFTAIN BENDS GUNDAR CHUCKLES ¢ HAIR AND SPIRIT! 

OVER IT) MURMURING | 44 QUEEN IN I LIKE BOTH I BRAZOR WILL PAY WELL "| 
BEAUTY AND BEARING, /F NOT IN FACT /" FOR yous" 


DESIRA LEAPS TO HER 
A CUT~THROAT-~-A_ COMMON THIEF, WH 
OVER ? Dia 


i i, ing Feary até, Ine, Wald hus eedved 


DESIRA AND DALE SUN THEMSELVES IN 


GUNPAR'S SOLARIUM AND DISCUSS 


ARDENS HOW CAN YOU PEFENP 
THAT CUTTHROAT WHEN YOU KNOW 
THAT HE PLANS TO TURN US. 
OVER TO BRAZOR, IN EXCHANGE 


TN GUNDAR’ 


OUR CAPT) 


LOUES MY M 
HIS WAY. [ HOPE TH: 
1 WISH 7 ie MINES” 


THE MESSENGER 1S ADMITTED TO THE PRESENCE OF HIS INFAMOUS 
MAJESTY,“ BLOODY BRAZOR!” THE KING OPENS GUNDAR'S LETTER. HE MASKS HIS ANGER 
WITH A CRAFTY SMILE. °7WO MLLION GOLP MINGOLS ANP THE BORDER PROVINCES FOR FLASH 
YOUR MASTER DRIVES A HARD BARGAIN, FELLOW -- BLT | 


NeXt WERE! RAZORS PLOT — srt 


GORPON ANP EX-GQUEEN DESIRA, 
WE WAY BE ABLE TO PO BUSINESS I” 
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* | LATER, GUNDAR. 
ROYAL PALACE oll ESCORTS TWO OF HIS 
BRAZOR SPEAKS TO = PRISONERS, FLASH AND 
AFTER OUTLINNG HIS PLAN TO HIS OFFICER, BRAZOR | | DESIRA, TO A MOUNTAIN-TOP- 
SENDS FOR GUNDAR'S MESSENGER: \WIUGH AS / DETEST 
BEALING WITH A COMMON OUTLAW, I HAVE NO CHOICE,” | 
SAYS THE KING MEEKLY. “THE MAJOR, Hit THE OUTLAW CHIEFTAIN 
ACCOMPANY YOU TO YOUR MASTERS + Ta? SS TON SCHEDULE!” 


FLASH NOTICES THAT THE MAJOR'S MOUNT 
STAMPS AND PAWS RESTLESSLY. SUDPENLY 
HE KNOWS WHY --- 


A BLINDFOLD 
HE S 


TRAIL OF DECEIT. 


esorved 


GUNDAR DRAWS HIS GUN AND WHIRLS ON THE 
COURTIER: ” YOU TREACHEROUS FIG J TLL 
SHOW YOU WHAT IT MEANS TO QOUBLE-CROSS 


"BRAZOR HAS SENT A GOURTIER TO BARGAIN WITH GUNDAR FOR 


HIS PRISONERS, FLASH, DALE, ZARKOV AND DESIRA. BUT FLASH 
CALLS GUNDAR’S ATTENTION TOTHE HOOFS OF THE OFFICER'S 
MOUNT? “> TAO'S TOENAILS, YOU'RE RIGHT, FLASH | 
EXPLODES THE OUTLAW CHIEFTAIN, “SRAZOR HAS FHOSPHOR- 
(26D THE BEASTS HOOFS TOLEAVE A TRAILTO MY 
HIDEOUT |! 


ME /” FLASH GRASS THE IRATE OUTLAW: 
WWAIT-] SHOOTING 
WILL SOLVE 


AS FLASH, DESIRA AND THE RED-BEARDED 


CHIEFTAIN RIDE BACK TO THE OUTLAW’S: 


HIDEOUT-~ 


S: (AN OF /DEAS; 
DON -— I'M NO. RY BRAZOP 
DOUBLE -CH Me f? 
SEARCH PART Y~ 


Nexr Ween 


Tu GUNOAR’S MOUNTAIN HIDEOUT, 
DESIRA TELLS DALE THAT THEY 
ARE NOT TO SE RANSOMED TO THE 
KING ! ° FELASA DISCOVERED THAT 


BRAZOR'S AGENT HAD DOUBLE- 

CROSSED GUNDAR BY LEAVING A 
Alb. SOTHEY FORCED THE 

AGENT INTO THE 

HOPING THAT 


DESE 


"BETTER TO 
BE GUNDAR'S 
PRISONERS THAN. 
BRAZORGS," SAYS DALI 


“AND 

WHAT'S 

MORE," 
CONTINUES 
DESIRA, " THAT BRAVE, WONDERFUL, FOOL 
OF A_MAN OF YOURS OFFERED TO HELP. 
GUNDAR CAPTURE BRAZOR!” UNO {" GASPS 
DALE, “THEY HAVEN'T A CHANCE! THEY'LL 

BOTH BE KILLED /" 


MEANWHILE, GUNDAR WASTES 

NO TIME? ”'2 WANT OUR BEST 
MEN AT EVERY SENTRY POST," 
HE SAYS TO ONE OF HIS LIEUTEN- 
AN’ W BRAZOR'S APPROACH IS 
TO BE SIGNALLED BY SONOBEAM« 
IPL MAKE Hilt RUE THE DAY HE 
DOUBLE-CROSSED NE /" 


THEN, LOADED DOWN WITH REFRESHMENTS, 
GUNDAR PROCEEDS TO FLAGH'S QUARTERS: 
“GENTLEMEN | HE BELLOWS, "WHAT SAY 
YOU TO A LITTLE ——) HE BREAKS OFF 
SUDDENLY, AS A HIGH-PITCHED SQUEAL SOUNDS 
THROUGHOUT THE HALLS--" THAT'S JTS! HE 
SAYS) "THE ALARM / BRAZOR'S COMING | 


S=2B=4S. com 190, Nine Baars Smet ne, Wl ah ree 


MOUNTAIN 
POST, A 
SENTRY. BLOWS 
WARNING SIGNALS 
THROUGH HIS 
INAUDIBLE, 


DIRECTIONAL SONOSEAM SENDER, WHILE FAR BELOW, 
BRAZOR/S WELL-ARMED SEARCH PART Y FOLLOWS THE 
TREACHEROUS AGENT'S PHOSPHORESCENT TRAIL WITH 


FLUORESCO-BEAMS. 


Nexr Ween: HUNTING THE HUNTER. 


“THE UsuRPER, KING SRAZOR, IS LEADING AN 
ARMORED FORCE AGAINST GUNDAR AND HIS 
UTLAW TO CAPTURE FLASH, DALE, 


on 
ZARKOV AND THE RIGHTFUL RULER OF TROPICA, 
QUEEN DESIRA 


WORRY, 
DARLING," 
FLASH 


GIRLS WILL BE SAFE--ERAZOR WON'T FIND 
THIS HIDEOUT, 
THE THRONE WILL BE DESIRA'S AGAIN AND OUR: 
TROUBLES WILL BE OVER!" DALE CLINGS TO 


FLASH ? 


RS 


NS 


IF WE CAN CAPTURE HiM, 


” BE CAREFUL! COME BACK TO ME{" 


IRNS FROM FLASH AND DALE WITH A 
SNORT! “LOVE/ BAH! IT TURNS ROBUST 
WARRIORS INTO WEAK-HKNEED WORRIERS Jt 
"YOU IGNORANT, LOW-BORN THIEF |" FLARES 
DESIRA, "HOW DARE YOU SPEAK OF LOVE / 
YOU, WHO RNOW, OR CARE, FOR NOTHING BUT 
YOUR POCKETBOOK | 


GUNDAR 


DESPITE DESIRA’S STRUGGLES, 
“THE OUTLAW CHIEFTAIN 


SHOULDER 
HARDLY THAT OF OUTRAGED 


ROYALTY | 
4-4-43. 


AFTER 
LEAVING ZARKOV IN CHARGE 
OF A SMALL DETAIL GUARDING THE GIRLS, 


FLASH AND GUNDAR SET OUT AT THE HEAD OF AN 
OUTLAW COLUMN TO BATTLE BRAZOR ? 
FELLOW, GUNDAR, "SAYS FLASH,” WHO WERE YOU, BEFORE YOU 
EECAME A SAND/T P" GUNDAR TURNS TO FLASH 


SECRET! REMEMBER THAT, (F 


YOU WOULD BE MY FRIEND { * 
Gone 10, 


fights ceseves 


Nexr Weer: 


bhi, 
ul tf 


Hii oitf) 
yl teeta 


A 
5S, lig 


4 YOU'RE A SURPRISING 


iy PAST IS MY 


A TWo-war TRAP 


+ WHEN 
; ‘CO-RAY 
SEARCHLIGHT SHOWS HIS 
COURTIER’S TRAIL RUNNING fc 
ESERT, 


BRAZOR’S ARMORED SOLUMN DRIVES 
CAUTIOUSLY THROUGH THE MOUNTAINS, 
UNAWARE THAT THE HUNTED OUTLAWS 
= WATCHING EVERY MOVE AND 


ARI 
SIGNALLING WITH THEIR SONOBEAM HORN: 
INAUDIBLE, EXCEPT TO ONE ANOTHER: 


DEEP INTO THE FIRE- 
HE SMELLS 4 TRICK-~ 


4 NO- 
Booby 
COULD 

LIVE 
Wd THAT. 
DESERT |" 
HE SAYS,“ Z/2e 


MOUNTAINS J 


DIRECTING HIS 
MEN WITH 
SONOBEAM 
WHISTLES, HE THROWS 
TWO GROUPS AGAINST THE 
HEAD OF BRAZOR’S COLUMN, 
WHICH PROMPTLY COUNTERS 
VITH A WITHERING FIRE. 


Next WEEK + 
ONE-MAN ARMY 


TPLASH AND GUNDAR HAVE INTERCEPTED 
BRAZOR AND HURLED TWO GROUPS OF MEN AT 
THE HEAD OF HIS ARMORED COLUMN, THEIR 

OBJECT BEING TO SCATTER HIS FORCES 


RING, 
IN THE NARROW 


Y, 


'E AMBUSHED 


FLASH HELPS BRAZOR 
FROM THE COCKPIT THEN, PLACING 
HIS SONOBEAM HORN JO HIS LIPS, 
SIGNALS TO GUNDAR THAT THE KING 
iS THEIR PRISONER. 


THE BAD! 


Y DAM, 


FLASH GORDON 


by ALEX RAYMOND 


5. Patenv See 


GUNDAR’S 
SIGNAL, THE 


BUT TWO OF SRAZOR'S UNITS, WHICH HAD BEEN 


OUTLAWS, THEIR TO FLASH AND CURED OUT OF THE BATTLE AREA, RETURN ANO 
NUMBERS BADLY DEPLETED GUNDAR THE BATTLE ARE GIVEN NEWS OF THE KiNG’S CAPTURE. 

IN THEIR SHORT; BUT FURIOUS) WAS WORTH THE PRICE, WWE MUST REDEEM OURSELVES | * SNARLS 
BATTLE WITH BRAZOR’S ARMORED FORCES, FOR BLOODY BRAZOR, THE AN OFFICER, 4SIGNAL FOR REINFORCEMENTS / 
PICK UP THE WOUNDED AND SCAT TER INTO TYRANT KING OF TROPICA, IS WE'LL FIND THAT ROBEER'S NEST ANO 

THE PROTECTING HILLS, TAKING DEVIOUS THEIR PRISONER! RESCUE THE KING, OR OUR BONES WILL BLEACH: 


ROUTES BACK TO THE OUTLAW HIDEOUT. l IN THESE HILLS {4 


THE 
CREW 
OF ONE OF 
THE CARS 1S 
FORTUNATE IN 
CAPTURING ONE OF 
GUNDAR’S WEAKER 
WARRIORS, WHO BREAKS 
DOWN UNDER THREAT OF DEATH. “DON'T” Hite 
Me /° HE BABBLES, “Tile TELL / Tid LEAD 
YOU TO THE HIDEOUT {* Ei ints waa. 


THUS IT IS, THAT WHEN FLASH, GUNDAR 
ANO THEIR ROYAL PRISONER REACH THE VICINCT > OF 
THE OUTLAW STRONGHOLD, THEY DISCOVER THE KING'S 
FORCES ON THEIR TRAIL. “WELL Have TO MAKE A DASH 
FORT, “SAYS FLASH, "AND IT'S GOING TO 8E CLOSE!” 


Next Ween: RUNNING THE GAUNTLET ' 


S-2-45. 


THEY GAIN THE TOP OF THE LEDGE, SKIRT 
T SECTION OF THE TRAIL, 
THEN RESUME AGAIN AT A POINT NEAR THS 
TROUB: ze fi i= GREAT SECRET PORTAL SWINGS: 


af OPEN TO ADMIT THEM. 


NexrWear~ SIEGE 


| 


FLASH GORDON 


by ALEX RAYMOND 


A 


AS THE GIANT 
OF TH 


WirtH tWo OF BRAZOR’S PU 
BEHING THEM, FLASH, GUND, 

BRAZOR, STUMBLE THROUGH THE GREAT,SECRET PORTAL 
INTO THE OUTLAW HIDEOUT. STRONG HANOS SEIZE BRAZOR,AS 
FLASH AND GUNDAR ADD THEIR STRENGTH TO THAT OF THE MEN 

CLOSING THE HEAVY DOOR. 


at THE 
COLONELS 
COMMAND, THE ARMORED 
UNITS SWING INTO POSITION AND HURL THEIR 
ERRIGLE RAY~FIRG AT THE ENTRANCE TO Nv 
= OUTLAW STRONGHOLD. 
646-43. => aa RPRENDER OR DIE 


2 


TO 
FREEDOM 


FLASH GORDON 


ALEX RAYMOND 


1 Office 

COLONEL MOGARD CEASES FIRE URON THE 
BESIEGED BANDITS! GALL TO|RARLEY. GUNDAR'S 
MUEFLED TONES COME FROM THE 
SPACEOPHONE-—~ 


YOUR KING, BRAZOR, 

IS MY CAPTIVE 

SURRENDER YOI 
FORCES, OR HE 


BRAZOR, STEPS TO THE TRANSMITTER ANO | | AWAY FROMTHE SPACI 
SPEAKS WITH COURAGE WORTHY OF A e out 
BETTER CAUSE 


INcTHE OUTLAW STRONGHOLD, THE TYRANT, WHILE GUNDAR DRAG: 


1 
THEY WILL NOT KILL —— 
me! I'M WORTH MORE TO THEM ALIVE 
THAN DEAD] SO BATTER DOWN THAT 
DOOR AND 

THESE 


COLONEL MOGARD, THIS IS YOUR QuE 
DESIRA, I ORDER YOU TO RETURN 
RIGHTFUL SER) 


A SHATTERING BURST 
OF FIRE FROM MOGARD‘S 
GUNG IS THE ONLY AN- 
SWER DESIRA RECEIVES ! 


AWE y ean 
Inu my Ny 


7 


a, 


STARTING TO GIVE, 
GUNDAR ~=THE 

ENEMY WILL BE 

UPON _US IN 


A FEW 
MINUTES / 


AT GUNDAR'S ORDERS, GUGLERS SOUND ASSEMBLY. 

AS THE GRAZEN NOTES ECHO AND RE-ECHO 
THROUGHOUT THE HIDEOUT, QUTLAWS 

POUR INTO THE GREAT MAIN HALL. 

GUNDAR’S VOICE MS HIS 


BRING NOTHING 
BUT FOOD AND WEAPONS / 
WE'LL USE MY EMERGENCY EXIT 
A SECRET PASSAGEWAY THROUGH THE 

MOUNTAIN, KNOWN TO ME ALONE / 


HROUGH THE 1h 
SIEGERS. 6 


SUNDAR AMAZES Hi Bee | = 
* ‘ or tia : 


| PEQUITT ANGRILY EMPTIES 
2 OF ‘SURED 


DX 


MORE LIKE 
QUEEN DESIRA / 
EVER SINCE SHE 
CAME HERE, EVERY- 
THING I DO 1s 
WRONG | 
I HATE you! 


WITH A RENDING CRASH, THE GREAT PORTAL 

FINALLY COLLAPSES AND BRAZOR’S ARMORED, 

CARS, WITH GUNS AFLAME, ROAR INTO THE 
BREACH / 


Deixr Wee: BURIED ALIVE 


HOLD BY ME; 
WHICH OPENS 


'O_AN ESCAPE TUNNEL 


THROUGH THE MOUNTAIN. THE ARMORED CARS 


MASH 


NTO THE 


FIND 


A LONE REAR-SUAR 

SUAMS THE HEAVY ES 

SOGR INTHE RACE OF THE 
ONCOMING ENEMY: 


THERE |S A MUFFLED EXPLOSION 
MOUNTAIN TREMBLES AND THE € 
SORTS OF GUNDAR'S HIDEOUT GIVE WAY, 
BURYING THE INVADERS UNDER TONS OF 

ROCK AND RUBBLE. 


BEFORE FLASH CAN SPRING 
TO SAFET™ HE, TOO, 
IS OVERWHELMED BY A 
HEAVY SHOWER OF 
STONE 


Dex7 Weer: 
LOYAL TO THE END 


FLASH GORDON 


_ by ALEX RAYMOND 


ING 


GUNDARS 


iM 
HANS. TO HER UNSPEAK- 
ABSLE\RELIER, SHE FINDS IT 
1S STILL WARM. HER 
SHAKING FINGERS: 
SEEK His PULSE--- 
TT REGISTERS THE 
STRONG, RHYTHMIC 
BEAT OF HIS. 
HEART / 


KS 
\\\s 


LASH | GORDON 


FUASiG RESCUERS AGE Wortina AGAIST TIME) 
AS Tlisy FIGHT To FREE HM FROM THE LAND- 
BUDE THAT HAS OVERWHELMED Hit 


Teer: 
HIGHWAY TO 
ADVENTURE — 


QUEEN CRIES OUT IN 
RELIEF,/AS THE MISSING ONES 
COME INTO VIEW. 


Hi. 


